






























































































































































 
 

ITEM #8 Ordinance No. 487 

Abandoned and Trespassing 

Vehicles 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



PROCEEDINGS AND PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE NO. 487: 
 

 
 The Mayor and City Council of the City of Bennington, Nebraska, met in regular session 
on May 11, 2020 and June 8, 2020, at 6:30 p.m., at the Bennington City Office, 15505 Warehouse 
Street, and acted on the following described ordinance: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 487 
 
 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BENNINGTON, NEBRASKA AMENDING 
SECTIONS 3-201, 3-203, 3-204, AND 3-205 OF ARTICLE II OF CHAPTER 3 OF THE CITY 
OF BENNINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING ABANDONED AND TRESPASSING 
VEHICLES.   
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BENNINGTON, DOUGLAS COUNTY, NEBRASKA: 
 
 Section 1.  Section 3-201 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the City of Bennington Municipal 
Code, is hereby amended as follows:  
 

SECTION 3-201:  TERMS DEFINED ABANDONED AND TRESPASSING 
VEHICLES PROHIBITED  
 
No person, firm, partnership, association, corporation or organization of any kind shall 
abandon any vehicle, as defined by Neb. Rev. Stat. § 60-1901, within the City.  A 
motor vehicle shall be deemed to be an abandoned vehicle if left unattended:  
 
1. With no number license plates or valid In Transit stickers issued pursuant to 
  the Motor Vehicle Registration Act affixed thereto, for more than six hours 
  on any  public property;  
 
2. For more than 24 hours on any public property, except a portion thereof on 
  which parking is legally permitted;  
 
3. For more than 48 hours, after the parking of such vehicle shall have become 
  illegal if left on a portion of any public property on which parking is legally 
  permitted;  
 
4. For more than seven days on private property if left initially without the  
  permission of the owner, or after permission of the owner shall be is  
  terminated.  
 
5. For more than thirty days in the custody of the City law enforcement agency 
  after the agency has sent a letter to the last-registered owner per Neb. Rev. 
  Stat. § 60-1903.01. 
 



6. If removed from private property by the City law enforcement agency as a 
  trespassing vehicle pursuant to this article. 
 
No person in charge or control of any private property, whether as owner, tenant, 
occupant, lessee or otherwise, shall allow any partially dismantled, non-operating, 
wrecked, junked or discarded vehicle to remain on such property longer than seven 
continuous days.  Any vehicle described in this paragraph shall be deemed to be an 
abandoned vehicle for purposes of this article.  
 
For purposes of this article, “public property” shall mean (A) any public right of way, 
street, highway, alley, park or other cCity, state or county -owned property, and (B) 
any “privately owned property” shall mean any privately owned property which is not 
included within the definition of public property.  
 
Vehicles in an enclosed building, appropriate storage pound or depository licensed by 
the City or owned and being restored or repaired, with satisfactory progress being 
shown by the controller of the real property where said vehicle is located, is are 
specifically excluded from this section.  This article shall not apply to the premises for 
which a permit to operate a junkyard has been obtained, nor shall it apply to any 
vehicles with no license plates or valid In Transit stickers on the premises where a 
licensed motor vehicle dealer or a farm implement dealer conducts a business.  It shall 
not apply to racing vehicles which are stored on licensed trailers.  
 
“Trespassing vehicles” are any vehicle that is parked without permission on private 
property that is not typically made available for public parking.  The City law 
enforcement agency is authorized to remove a trespassing vehicle from private 
property upon the request of the private property owner on whose property the vehicle 
is located and upon information indicating that the vehicle is a trespassing vehicle.  
After removal, the agency shall follow the procedures in this article. 
 
A private property owner is authorized to remove or cause the removal of an 
abandoned or trespassing vehicle from such property and may contact a private towing 
service for such removal.  A private towing service that tows the vehicle shall notify, 
within 24 hours, the designated law enforcement agency in the jurisdiction from which 
the vehicle is removed and provide the registration plate number, the vehicle 
identification number, if available, the make, model, and color of the vehicle, and the 
name of the private towing service and the location, if applicable, where the private 
towing service is storing the vehicle.  A vehicle towed away under this subsection is 
subject to Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 52-604.01 to 52-605 and 60-2410 by the private towing 
service that towed the vehicle.  
 
 
 
 
 



 Section 2.  Section 3-203 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the City of Bennington Municipal 
Code, is hereby amended as follows: 
 

SECTION 3-203:  NOTICE 
 
Except for vehicles automatically becoming the property of the City as set forth in 
Section 3-205 hereunder, the city code enforcement officer shall make an inquiry 
concerning the last registered owner of such abandoned vehicle as follows:  
 
1. Abandoned vehicles with numbered license plates affixed – to the jurisdiction 
  which issued said license plates; or  
 
2. Abandoned vehicles with no numbered license plates affixed – to the  
  Department of Motor Vehicles. 
 
The city code enforcement officer shall notify the last registered owner, if any, that the 
vehicle in question has been recovered as an abandoned vehicle and that, if unclaimed, 
it will be sold at public auction after five days from the date that such notice was 
mailed.  If the agency described in Subsections 1 or 2 of this section also notifies the 
city code enforcement officer that a lien or mortgage exists, such notice shall also be 
sent to the lien holder or mortgagee.  Any person claiming such vehicle shall be 
required to pay the cost of its removal and storage.  In the event the owner does not 
appear within the time prescribed herein, or in the event that the owner cannot be 
determined, such abandoned vehicle shall be disposed of as hereinafter provided.  

 
 Section 3.  Section 3-204 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the City of Bennington Municipal 
Code, is hereby amended as follows:  
 

SECTION 3-204:  DISPOSITION 
 
The city code enforcement officer shall sell said abandoned vehicle at public auction 
to the highest bidder within 60 days from the date that title to an abandoned vehicle is 
vested in the cCity as provided for in Section 3-205 hereafter.  Such sale and the time 
and place thereof shall be advertised for one week in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the City.  Any proceeds from the sale of an abandoned vehicle, less any 
expenses incurred by the City, shall be held by the City without interest for the benefit 
of the owner or lienholders of such abandoned vehicle for a period of two years.  If 
not claimed within such two-year period, such proceeds shall be paid into the general 
fund of the City.  

 
 Section 4.  Section 3-205 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the City of Bennington Municipal 
Code, is hereby amended as follows:  
 
 
 
 



SECTION 3-205:  TRANSFER OF TITLE 
 
If an abandoned vehicle at the time of abandonment has no numbered license plates of 
the current year affixed or valid In Transit stickers issued pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. 
§ 60-376 affixed and is of a wholesome value of $250.00 or less, taking into 
consideration the vehicle’s condition as determined by the city code enforcement 
officer, title shall immediately vest in the City and the city enforcement officer is not 
required to follow Section 3-203 herein.  With respect to those abandoned vehicles 
governed by Section 3-203 herein, title to such vehicles, if unclaimed, shall vest in the 
City five days from the date the notice referred to therein is mailed or, if the last 
registered owner cannot be determined, when notice of that fact is received by the city 
code enforcement officer.  Upon the sale of an abandoned vehicle at auction, the City 
shall furnish the purchaser with the requisite affidavit to provide to the county clerk 
where the vehicle was last registered that said vehicle was abandoned and became the 
property of the City prior to the sale.  

 
 Section 5.  Current Sections 3-201, 3-203, 3-204, and 3-205 of the City of Bennington 
Municipal Code, as originally adopted via City of Bennington Ordinance No. 313, are hereby 
repealed.   
 
 Following the introduction on May 11, 2020, the Ordinance was read by title for the first 
time at which time Council member ___________________________ moved that the Ordinance 
be approved on first reading.  Council member ___________________ seconded the motion.  
Upon roll call vote the following Council members voted YEA:  
____________________________________________________.  The following voted NAY:  
_________________________________________________________.   
 
 Said Ordinance was then read by title a second time on June 8, 2020 and thereafter Council 
member ___________________ moved to approve the Ordinance on second reading and that the 
statutory rule requiring that an ordinance be read by title on three separate occasions be dispensed 
with, which motion was seconded by Council member __________________________.  Upon 
roll call vote the following Council members voted YEA:  
______________________________________________________.  The following voted NAY:  
______________________________________________________.  The motion to suspend the 
rule was adopted by three-fourths of the Council and the statutory rule was declared suspended for 
consideration of said Ordinance.  Council member _______________________ then moved for 
final passage of the Ordinance, which motion was seconded by Council member 
__________________________.  The Mayor then stated the question was "Shall Ordinance No. 
487 be passed and adopted?"  Upon roll call vote, the following Council members voted YEA:  
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
 The following voted NAY:  _____________________________________________________.  
The passage and adoption of said Ordinance having been concurred by a majority of all members 
of the Council, the Mayor declared the Ordinance adopted and the Mayor in the presence of the 
Council signed and approved the Ordinance and the Clerk attested the passage and approval of the 
same and affixed her signature thereto. 
 



 PASSED AND APPROVED this 8th day of June, 2020. 
 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       MAYOR MATT JOHN 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
  
______________________________ 
CITY CLERK MINDI LAAKER 
 







































































 

Bennington Public Library 

May 11, 2020 

Library Director Report 
 

 

The mission of the Bennington Public Library is to inspire lifelong learning, advance knowledge, and 
strengthen community.  To deliver on this promise we rely on three great resources: our staff, our 

collection, and our physical space. 
 

Story Walk 

We have been wanting to do a story walk in Bennington for some time, and now turned out 

to be the perfect opportunity.  Local children’s author Bruce Arant gave us permission to use his 

book, Simpson’s Sheep Won’t Go to Sleep. Nic Chesnut, owner of Design4 offered to donate the 

printing of the signs and John Bohrer (City Public Works) was contacted to make sure he was on 

board. Together, the Chesnut family delivered them and installed them along the soccer field on 

April 21. Design4 also provided and installed sidewalk signs to encourage social distancing. The 

story walk has attracted a lot of attention to the library. Douglas County Post-Gazette, Omaha 

World Herald and the national Weather Channel have covered the story walk. Wednesday, May 

6 the Weather Channel featured a live interview about the story walk. 
 

https://www.omaha.com/momaha/bennington-public-library-creates-outdoor-story-walk-for-

families-during-coronavirus-outbreak/article_dbf4d1d0-37fa-592c-b8df-4ff562444851.html 
 

https://dcpostgazette.com/2020/04/29/bennington-public-library-sets-up-story-walk-for-kids/ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Benningtonlibrary/videos/553337182276001/ 
 

Summer Reading 

      Though we don’t know if or when we will be able to implement them, we have programs 

planned for summer reading, including tentative dates in July for community partners (Rose 

Theatre, Omaha Symphony, Bank of Bennington). Joanne and Heidi are working out the details 

for different scenarios for delivering/conducting these programs/services with the health and 

safety of our patrons/staff in mind. Libraries in Nebraska have been offered the chance to use an 

online reading record app called Reader Zone for free, May 1 – July 31. We are working on 

customizing it for our library and will offer an online reading log in combination with printed 

reading logs. The principals at the elementary schools have offered to send a special email to all 

families with links to print the reading log and sign up for the Reader Zone online program.  
 

Curbside and other services 

We have been offering a limited “curbside” service up until now.  OPL announced it is 
providing curbside service at five of its branches. We will be stepping up our “curbside” service 
by making an official announcement within the week. 

We are continuing to assist patrons by answering questions and guiding them through online 

resources such as Overdrive and RBdigital. Calls and emails are returned/received Monday 

through Thursday, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. (The staff work schedule will continue to depend on 

local DHM and the ways in which we adjust our services to accommodate the needs of our 

community.) 

Joanne has conducted seven Facebook Live storytimes at the usual Thursday 10:30 AM time.  

The Pioneer Consortium Koha circulation/collection software system upgrade was a success. 

We now have a new look for our online catalog and a bit of a learning curve for staff and patrons 

to get used to the new system.  The closure made it possible to weed the collection, cleanup old 

records and delete inactive patrons just in time.  








































