




















The following changes are proposed to the City of Bennington Zoning Regulations.  The new text is 

shown in red. 

 

Section 2.03 Definitions 

2.03.519 Fire Escape: a device (in compliance with current building codes), above grade, for escape 

from a burning building; especially a metal stairway attached to the outside of a building. 

                

2.03.520 Egress Window Well: a structure below grade that when paired with an egress window and 

or ladder/steps, allows for entry or exit in case of an emergency.  

 

Section 4.11 Permitted Obstructions in Required Yards:  

The following shall not be considered to be obstructions when located in the required yards:  

 

4.11.01  All Yards.  The following obstructions are allowed in openness (finished grade upward) of 

required yards: 

4.11.01.01 steps and accessibility ramps used for wheelchair and other assisting devices which 

are four feet or less above grade which are necessary for access to a permitted 

building or for access to a lot from a street or alley; 

4.11.01.02 windowsills, belt courses, cornices, eaves, flues and chimneys, and ornamental 

features projecting 24 inches or less into the yard;  

4.11.01.03 recreational and laundry-drying equipment; 

4.11.01.04 approved freestanding signs;  

4.11.01.05 arbors and trellises; 

4.11.01.06 flag poles; 

4.11.01.07 window unit air conditioners projecting not more than 18 inches into the required 

yard; 

4.11.01.08 eaves not more than 36 inches into the required yard;  

4.11.01.09 fire escapes, fireproof outside stairways, and balconies opening to fire towers may 

project a maximum of three and one-half (3.5) feet into required yards and shall not 

be closer to the property line than one and one-half (1.5) feet, provided that they do 

not obstruct the light and ventilation of adjacent buildings. 

4.11.01.10 egress window wells may project a maximum of three and one-half (3.5) feet into 

required yards and shall not be closer to the property line than one and one-half 

(1.5) feet, provided they do not project more than 6 inches above grade. 

4.11.01.11 fences or walls subject to applicable height restrictions are permitted in all yards; 

and fencing and retaining walls as regulated in Article 7.  

 

4.11.02  Front Yards. Bay windows projecting three feet or less into the yard are permitted.  

 

4.11.03  Rear and Side Yards. Open off-street parking spaces or outside elements of central air 

conditioning systems.  

 

4.11.04  Double Frontage Lots. The required front yard shall be provided on each street.  

 

4.11.05  Building Groupings. For the purpose of the side yard, regulation a group of business or 

industrial buildings separated by a common party wall shall be considered as one building 

occupying one lot. 




