
Pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order No. 20 – 03 and the Directed Health 
Measures of the Douglas County Health Department and the Nebraska DHHS, this 
meeting will be held by telephone conferencing with access available to the public and 
media.   
 
Call in using the following number: 
(833)798-7807 (toll-free) 
 
When prompted, enter the following Conference ID number: 
970 627 852 # 

 
City of Bennington 

City Council Meeting Agenda 
Monday, April 13, 2020; 6:30 p.m. 

City Office, 15505 Warehouse Street 
Bennington, NE 
402-238-2375 

 
1.  Call to Order - Roll Call – Open Meetings Act 

A.  Mayor’s Public Announcement:  This meeting is conducted in compliance with    
     the Nebraska Open Meetings Act and Governor Rickett’s Executive Order  
     20-03, and the Directed Health Measures of the Douglas County Health    
     Department and the Nebraska DHHS.  The agenda and materials for this   
     Meeting, and a copy of the Open Meetings Act, are available on the City’s  
     Website www.benningtonne.com  Those wishing to address the Council  
     on an agenda item that involves a public hearing will be instructed on how to  
     do so during the meeting.     

 
2.  Approval of Consent Agenda 
 A.  March 9, 2020 City Council Meeting Minutes 

B.  March 2020 Bills Paid 
 C.  Keno Receipts:   March. 8.75%:  $4,913.77 
 
3.  Ordinance No. 486 Creating a New Subsection 4.11.06 to the Bennington Zoning  
     Regulations regarding Permitted Obstructions in Required Yards and Subterranean  
     Egress Window Access Structures in Side Yards 
 A.  Update and Discussion 
 
4.  Acquisition of Real Estate for Recreational Uses via Purchase and Donation being  
     located southwest of North 156th Street and Bennington Road in the NE ¼ of S15,  
     T16N, R11 East of the 6th P.M., Douglas County, NE. 
    A.  Update and Discussion 
 
5.  Bennington 156th Street Project 

A. Ordinance No. 489 Authorizing the Issuance of Highway Allocation Bonds 
totaling $1,450,000 

http://www.benningtonne.com/


      i. Presentation  
      ii. Motion to Introduce and Waive Three Readings 

  iii. Motion to Approve and Adopt Ordinance No. 489 
 B.  Motion to Approve Final Environmental Invoice No. 1200248959 to HDR for $7,493.52 
 C.  Motion to Approve Invoice No. 115510 to JEO Consulting Group for $1,000.00 

 D.  Project Tracker for 156th Street 
 
6.  Ordinance No. 487 Amending the Bennington Municipal Code regarding Abandoned  
     and Trespassing Vehicles 

A. Motion to Introduce and Approve the First Reading 
 
7.  Bennington General Engineering 
 A.  Motion to Approve Invoice No. 115511 to JEO Consulting Group for $6,045.00 

 
8.  Library Report 

 
9.  Police Report 

 
10. Public Works Report 

A. Part-Time Employee Pay Increase from $10.39 to $13.50 
        i.  Motion to Approve  
 
11. Office Report  
 
12. Project Tracker 
 
13. Public Comments – This is the proper time for public comments on any topic or  
               matter which is not on the agenda. 
 
14. Adjourn 
 
Anyone desiring to speak on an agenda item that involves a public hearing is invited to 
do so.  All those who wish to address the Council during such a public hearing should 
stand, state your name and address and limit yourself to three minutes.  Anyone 
desiring to speak for a longer period of time should make arrangements with the City 
Clerk prior to the meeting.  This procedure will assure that everyone will be heard by the 
Council.  Individuals requiring physical or sensory accommodations should contact the 
City Clerk at 402-238-2375.  Thank you.  Matt John, Mayor 
 



March Financials

































Agenda Item #1

Call to Order, Roll Call &
Open Meetings Act
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NEBRASKA OPEN MEETINGS ACT 

84-1407. Act, how cited. 

Sections 84-1407 to 84-1414 shall be known and may be cited as the Open Meetings Act. 

Source: Laws 2004, LB 821, § 34. 

84-1408. Declaration of intent; meetings open to public. 

It is hereby declared to be the policy of this state that the formation of public policy is public 

business and may not be conducted in secret. 

Every meeting of a public body shall be open to the public in order that citizens may exercise 

their democratic privilege of attending and speaking at meetings of public bodies, except as 

otherwise provided by the Constitution of Nebraska, federal statutes, and the Open Meetings Act. 

Source: Laws 1975, LB 325, § 1; Laws 1996, LB 900, § 1071; Laws 2004, LB 821, § 35. 

Annotations 

 Nebraska's public meetings laws do not apply to school board deliberations 

pertaining solely to disputed adjudicative facts. McQuinn v. Douglas Cty. Sch. 

Dist. No. 66, 259 Neb. 720, 612 N.W.2d 198 (2000). 

 The primary purpose of the public meetings law is to ensure that public policy is 

formulated at open meetings. Marks v. Judicial Nominating Comm., 236 Neb. 

429, 461 N.W.2d 551 (1990). 

 The public meetings law is broadly interpreted and liberally construed to obtain 

the objective of openness in favor of the public, and provisions permitting closed 

sessions must be narrowly and strictly construed. Grein v. Board of Education of 

Fremont, 216 Neb. 158, 343 N.W.2d 718 (1984). 

 A county board of equalization is a public body whose meetings shall be open to 

the public. Wolf v. Grubbs, 17 Neb. App. 292, 759 N.W.2d 499 (2009). 

84-1409. Terms, defined. 

For purposes of the Open Meetings Act, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1)(a) Public body means (i) governing bodies of all political subdivisions of the State of 

Nebraska, (ii) governing bodies of all agencies, created by the Constitution of Nebraska, statute, 

or otherwise pursuant to law, of the executive department of the State of Nebraska, (iii) all 

independent boards, commissions, bureaus, committees, councils, subunits, or any other bodies 

created by the Constitution of Nebraska, statute, or otherwise pursuant to law, (iv) all study or 
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advisory committees of the executive department of the State of Nebraska whether having 

continuing existence or appointed as special committees with limited existence, (v) advisory 

committees of the bodies referred to in subdivisions (i), (ii), and (iii) of this subdivision, and (vi) 

instrumentalities exercising essentially public functions; and 

(b) Public body does not include (i) subcommittees of such bodies unless a quorum of the public 

body attends a subcommittee meeting or unless such subcommittees are holding hearings, 

making policy, or taking formal action on behalf of their parent body, except that all meetings of 

any subcommittee established under section 81-15,175 are subject to the Open Meetings Act, 

and (ii) entities conducting judicial proceedings unless a court or other judicial body is exercising 

rulemaking authority, deliberating, or deciding upon the issuance of administrative orders; 

(2) Meeting means all regular, special, or called meetings, formal or informal, of any public body 

for the purposes of briefing, discussion of public business, formation of tentative policy, or the 

taking of any action of the public body; and 

(3) Videoconferencing means conducting a meeting involving participants at two or more 

locations through the use of audio-video equipment which allows participants at each location to 

hear and see each meeting participant at each other location, including public input. Interaction 

between meeting participants shall be possible at all meeting locations. 

Source: Laws 1975, LB 325, § 2; Laws 1983, LB 43, § 1; Laws 1989, LB 429, § 42; 

Laws 1989, LB 311, § 14; Laws 1992, LB 1019, § 124; Laws 1993, LB 635, § 1; 

Laws 1996, LB 1044, § 978; Laws 1997, LB 798, § 37; Laws 2004, LB 821, § 36; 

Laws 2007, LB296, § 810; Laws 2011, LB366, § 2. 

Annotations 

 A township is a political subdivision, and as such, a township board is subject to 

the provisions of the public meetings laws. Steenblock v. Elkhorn Township Bd., 

245 Neb. 722, 515 N.W.2d 128 (1994). 

 A county agricultural society is a public body to which the provisions of the 

Nebraska public meetings law are applicable. Nixon v. Madison Co. Ag. Soc'y, 

217 Neb. 37, 348 N.W.2d 119 (1984). 

 Failure by a public governing body, as defined under section 84-1409, 

R.R.S.1943, to take and record a roll call vote on an action, as required by section 

84-1413(2), R.S.Supp.,1980, grants any citizen the right to sue for the purpose of 

having the action declared void. In this case such failure could not be later 

corrected by a nunc pro tunc order because there was no showing that a roll call 

vote on the disputed action was actually taken, and even if it was the record 

showed it was not recorded until over a year later. Sections 23-1301, R.R.S.1943, 

and 23-1302, R.R.S.1943, make it the duty of the county clerk to record 

proceedings of the board of county commissioners. State ex rel. Schuler v. 

Dunbar, 208 Neb. 69, 302 N.W.2d 674 (1981). 
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 As an administrative agency of the county, a county board of equalization is a 

public body. Wolf v. Grubbs, 17 Neb. App. 292, 759 N.W.2d 499 (2009). 

 The electors of a township at their annual meeting are a public body under the 

Open Meetings Act. State ex rel. Newman v. Columbus Township Bd., 15 Neb. 

App. 656, 735 N.W.2d 399 (2007). 

 The meeting at issue in this case was a "meeting" within the parameters of 

subsection (2) of this section because it involved the discussion of public 

business, the formation of tentative policy, or the taking of any action of the 

public power district. Hansmeyer v. Nebraska Pub. Power Dist., 6 Neb. App. 889, 

578 N.W.2d 476 (1998). 

 Informational sessions in which the governmental body hears reports are 

briefings. Johnson v. Nebraska Environmental Control Council, 2 Neb. App. 263, 

509 N.W.2d 21 (1993). 

84-1410. Closed session; when; purpose; reasons listed; procedure; right to challenge; 

prohibited acts; chance meetings, conventions, or workshops. 

(1) Any public body may hold a closed session by the affirmative vote of a majority of its voting 

members if a closed session is clearly necessary for the protection of the public interest or for the 

prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an individual and if such individual has not 

requested a public meeting. The subject matter and the reason necessitating the closed session 

shall be identified in the motion to close. Closed sessions may be held for, but shall not be 

limited to, such reasons as: 

(a) Strategy sessions with respect to collective bargaining, real estate purchases, pending 

litigation, or litigation which is imminent as evidenced by communication of a claim or threat of 

litigation to or by the public body; 

(b) Discussion regarding deployment of security personnel or devices; 

(c) Investigative proceedings regarding allegations of criminal misconduct; 

(d) Evaluation of the job performance of a person when necessary to prevent needless injury to 

the reputation of a person and if such person has not requested a public meeting; 

(e) For the Community Trust created under section 81-1801.02, discussion regarding the 

amounts to be paid to individuals who have suffered from a tragedy of violence or natural 

disaster; or 

(f) For public hospitals, governing board peer review activities, professional review activities, 

review and discussion of medical staff investigations or disciplinary actions, and any strategy 

session concerning transactional negotiations with any referral source that is required by federal 

law to be conducted at arms length. 
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Nothing in this section shall permit a closed meeting for discussion of the appointment or 

election of a new member to any public body. 

(2) The vote to hold a closed session shall be taken in open session. The entire motion, the vote 

of each member on the question of holding a closed session, and the time when the closed 

session commenced and concluded shall be recorded in the minutes. If the motion to close 

passes, then the presiding officer immediately prior to the closed session shall restate on the 

record the limitation of the subject matter of the closed session. The public body holding such a 

closed session shall restrict its consideration of matters during the closed portions to only those 

purposes set forth in the motion to close as the reason for the closed session. The meeting shall 

be reconvened in open session before any formal action may be taken. For purposes of this 

section, formal action shall mean a collective decision or a collective commitment or promise to 

make a decision on any question, motion, proposal, resolution, order, or ordinance or formation 

of a position or policy but shall not include negotiating guidance given by members of the public 

body to legal counsel or other negotiators in closed sessions authorized under subdivision (1)(a) 

of this section. 

(3) Any member of any public body shall have the right to challenge the continuation of a closed 

session if the member determines that the session has exceeded the reason stated in the original 

motion to hold a closed session or if the member contends that the closed session is neither 

clearly necessary for (a) the protection of the public interest or (b) the prevention of needless 

injury to the reputation of an individual. Such challenge shall be overruled only by a majority 

vote of the members of the public body. Such challenge and its disposition shall be recorded in 

the minutes. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require that any meeting be closed to the public. 

No person or public body shall fail to invite a portion of its members to a meeting, and no public 

body shall designate itself a subcommittee of the whole body for the purpose of circumventing 

the Open Meetings Act. No closed session, informal meeting, chance meeting, social gathering, 

email, fax, or other electronic communication shall be used for the purpose of circumventing the 

requirements of the act. 

(5) The act does not apply to chance meetings or to attendance at or travel to conventions or 

workshops of members of a public body at which there is no meeting of the body then 

intentionally convened, if there is no vote or other action taken regarding any matter over which 

the public body has supervision, control, jurisdiction, or advisory power. 

Source: Laws 1975, LB 325, § 3; Laws 1983, LB 43, § 2; Laws 1985, LB 117, § 1; Laws 

1992, LB 1019, § 125; Laws 1994, LB 621, § 1; Laws 1996, LB 900, § 1072; 

Laws 2004, LB 821, § 37; Laws 2004, LB 1179, § 1; Laws 2006, LB 898, § 1; 

Laws 2011, LB390, § 29; Laws 2012, LB995, § 17. 

Annotations 
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 There is no absolute discovery privilege for communications that occur during a 

closed session. State ex rel. Upper Republican NRD v. District Judges, 273 Neb. 

148, 728 N.W.2d 275 (2007). 

 If a person present at a meeting observes a public meetings law violation in the 

form of an improper closed session and fails to object, that person waives his or 

her right to object at a later date. Wasikowski v. Nebraska Quality Jobs Bd., 264 

Neb. 403, 648 N.W.2d 756 (2002). 

 The public interest mentioned in this section is that shared by citizens in general 

and by the community at large concerning pecuniary or legal rights and liabilities. 

Grein v. Board of Education, 216 Neb. 158, 343 N.W.2d 718 (1984). 

 Hearing in closed executive session was contrary to this section since there was 

no showing of necessity or reason under subdivision (1)(a), (b), or (c), but did not 

result in reversal of board decision. Simonds v. Board of Examiners, 213 Neb. 

259, 329 N.W.2d 92 (1983). 

 Negotiations for the purchase of land need not be conducted at an open meeting 

but the deliberations of a city council as to whether an offer to purchase real estate 

should be made should take place in an open meeting. Pokorny v. City of 

Schuyler, 202 Neb. 334, 275 N.W.2d 281 (1979). 

 Public meeting law was not violated where the Board of Regents of the University 

of Nebraska voted to hold a closed session to consider the university president's 

resignation, and also discussed the appointment of an interim president during 

such session. Meyer v. Board of Regents, 1 Neb. App. 893, 510 N.W.2d 450 

(1993). 

84-1411. Meetings of public body; notice; contents; when available; right to modify; duties 

concerning notice; videoconferencing or telephone conferencing authorized; emergency 

meeting without notice; appearance before public body. 

(1) Each public body shall give reasonable advance publicized notice of the time and place of 

each meeting by a method designated by each public body and recorded in its minutes. Such 

notice shall be transmitted to all members of the public body and to the public. Such notice shall 

contain an agenda of subjects known at the time of the publicized notice or a statement that the 

agenda, which shall be kept continually current, shall be readily available for public inspection at 

the principal office of the public body during normal business hours. Agenda items shall be 

sufficiently descriptive to give the public reasonable notice of the matters to be considered at the 

meeting. Except for items of an emergency nature, the agenda shall not be altered later than (a) 

twenty-four hours before the scheduled commencement of the meeting or (b) forty-eight hours 

before the scheduled commencement of a meeting of a city council or village board scheduled 

outside the corporate limits of the municipality. The public body shall have the right to modify 

the agenda to include items of an emergency nature only at such public meeting. 

(2) A meeting of a state agency, state board, state commission, state council, or state committee, 

of an advisory committee of any such state entity, of an organization created under the Interlocal 
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Cooperation Act, the Joint Public Agency Act, or the Municipal Cooperative Financing Act, of 

the governing body of a public power district having a chartered territory of more than one 

county in this state, of the governing body of a public power and irrigation district having a 

chartered territory of more than one county in this state, of a board of an educational service unit, 

of the Educational Service Unit Coordinating Council, of the governing body of a risk 

management pool or its advisory committees organized in accordance with the 

Intergovernmental Risk Management Act, or of a community college board of governors may be 

held by means of videoconferencing or, in the case of the Judicial Resources Commission in 

those cases specified in section 24-1204, by telephone conference, if: 

(a) Reasonable advance publicized notice is given; 

(b) Reasonable arrangements are made to accommodate the public's right to attend, hear, and 

speak at the meeting, including seating, recordation by audio or visual recording devices, and a 

reasonable opportunity for input such as public comment or questions to at least the same extent 

as would be provided if videoconferencing or telephone conferencing was not used; 

(c) At least one copy of all documents being considered is available to the public at each site of 

the videoconference or telephone conference; 

(d) At least one member of the state entity, advisory committee, board, council, or governing 

body is present at each site of the videoconference or telephone conference, except that a 

member of an organization created under the Interlocal Cooperation Act that sells electricity or 

natural gas at wholesale on a multistate basis, an organization created under the Municipal 

Cooperative Financing Act, or a governing body of a risk management pool or an advisory 

committee of such organization or pool may designate a nonvoting designee, who shall not be 

included as part of the quorum, to be present at any site; and 

(e)(i) Except as provided in subdivision (2)(e)(ii) of this section, no more than one-half of the 

state entity's, advisory committee's, board's, council's, or governing body's meetings in a calendar 

year are held by videoconference or telephone conference; or 

(ii) In the case of an organization created under the Interlocal Cooperation Act that sells 

electricity or natural gas at wholesale on a multistate basis or an organization created under the 

Municipal Cooperative Financing Act, such organization holds at least one meeting each 

calendar year that is not by videoconferencing or telephone conferencing. 

Videoconferencing, telephone conferencing, or conferencing by other electronic communication 

shall not be used to circumvent any of the public government purposes established in the Open 

Meetings Act. 

(3) A meeting of a board of an educational service unit, of the Educational Service Unit 

Coordinating Council, of the governing body of an entity formed under the Interlocal 

Cooperation Act, the Joint Public Agency Act, or the Municipal Cooperative Financing Act, of 

the governing body of a risk management pool or its advisory committees organized in 

accordance with the Intergovernmental Risk Management Act, of a community college board of 

governors, of the governing body of a public power district, of the governing body of a public 
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power and irrigation district, or of the Nebraska Brand Committee may be held by telephone 

conference call if: 

(a) The territory represented by the educational service unit, member educational service units, 

community college board of governors, public power district, public power and irrigation 

district, Nebraska Brand Committee, or member public agencies of the entity or pool covers 

more than one county; 

(b) Reasonable advance publicized notice is given which identifies each telephone conference 

location at which there will be present: (i) A member of the educational service unit board, 

council, community college board of governors, governing body of a public power district, 

governing body of a public power and irrigation district, Nebraska Brand Committee, or entity's 

or pool's governing body; or (ii) A nonvoting designee designated under subdivision (3)(f) of this 

section; 

(c) All telephone conference meeting sites identified in the notice are located within public 

buildings used by members of the educational service unit board, council, community college 

board of governors, governing body of the public power district, governing body of the public 

power and irrigation district, Nebraska Brand Committee, or entity or pool or at a place which 

will accommodate the anticipated audience; 

(d) Reasonable arrangements are made to accommodate the public's right to attend, hear, and 

speak at the meeting, including seating, recordation by audio recording devices, and a reasonable 

opportunity for input such as public comment or questions to at least the same extent as would be 

provided if a telephone conference call was not used; 

(e) At least one copy of all documents being considered is available to the public at each site of 

the telephone conference call; 

(f) At least one member of the educational service unit board, council, community college board 

of governors, governing body of the public power district, governing body of the public power 

and irrigation district, Nebraska Brand Committee, or governing body of the entity or pool is 

present at each site of the telephone conference call identified in the public notice, except that a 

member of an organization created under the Interlocal Cooperation Act that sells electricity or 

natural gas at wholesale on a multistate basis, an organization created under the Municipal 

Cooperative Financing Act, or a governing body of a risk management pool or an advisory 

committee of such organization or pool may designate a nonvoting designee, who shall not be 

included as part of the quorum, to be present at any site; 

(g) The telephone conference call lasts no more than five hours; and 

(h) No more than one-half of the board's, council's, governing body's, committee's, entity's, or 

pool's meetings in a calendar year are held by telephone conference call, except that: 

(i) The governing body of a risk management pool that meets at least quarterly and the advisory 

committees of the governing body may each hold more than one-half of its meetings by 
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telephone conference call if the governing body's quarterly meetings are not held by telephone 

conference call or videoconferencing; and 

(ii) An organization created under the Interlocal Cooperation Act that sells electricity or natural 

gas at wholesale on a multistate basis or an organization created under the Municipal 

Cooperative Financing Act may hold more than one-half of its meetings by telephone conference 

call if the organization holds at least one meeting each calendar year that is not by 

videoconferencing or telephone conference call. 

Nothing in this subsection shall prevent the participation of consultants, members of the press, 

and other nonmembers of the governing body at sites not identified in the public notice. 

Telephone conference calls, emails, faxes, or other electronic communication shall not be used to 

circumvent any of the public government purposes established in the Open Meetings Act. 

(4) The secretary or other designee of each public body shall maintain a list of the news media 

requesting notification of meetings and shall make reasonable efforts to provide advance 

notification to them of the time and place of each meeting and the subjects to be discussed at that 

meeting. 

(5) When it is necessary to hold an emergency meeting without reasonable advance public 

notice, the nature of the emergency shall be stated in the minutes and any formal action taken in 

such meeting shall pertain only to the emergency. Such emergency meetings may be held by 

means of electronic or telecommunication equipment. The provisions of subsection (4) of this 

section shall be complied with in conducting emergency meetings. Complete minutes of such 

emergency meetings specifying the nature of the emergency and any formal action taken at the 

meeting shall be made available to the public by no later than the end of the next regular business 

day. 

(6) A public body may allow a member of the public or any other witness other than a member 

of the public body to appear before the public body by means of video or telecommunications 

equipment. 

Source:Laws 1975, LB 325, § 4; Laws 1983, LB 43, § 3; Laws 1987, LB 663, § 25; 

Laws 1993, LB 635, § 2; Laws 1996, LB 469, § 6; Laws 1996, LB 1161, § 1; Laws 1999, 

LB 47, § 2; Laws 1999, LB 87, § 100; Laws 1999, LB 461, § 1; Laws 2000, LB 968, § 

85; Laws 2004, LB 821, § 38; Laws 2004, LB 1179, § 2; Laws 2006, LB 898, § 2; Laws 

2007, LB199, § 9; Laws 2009, LB361, § 2; Laws 2012, LB735, § 1; Laws 2013, LB510, 

§ 1; Laws 2017, LB318, § 1; Laws 2019, LB212, § 5.  

Effective Date: September 1, 2019 

Cross References 

 Intergovernmental Risk Management Act, see section 44-4301. 

 Interlocal Cooperation Act, see section 13-801. 

 Joint Public Agency Act, see section 13-2501. 

 Municipal Cooperative Financing Act, see section 18-2401. 

Annotations 
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 Under subsection (1) of this section, the Legislature has imposed only two 

conditions on the public body's notification method of a public meeting: (1) It 

must give reasonable advance publicized notice of the time and place of each 

meeting and (2) it must be recorded in the public body's minutes. City of Elkhorn 

v. City of Omaha, 272 Neb. 867, 725 N.W.2d 792 (2007). 

 An emergency is "(a)ny event or occasional combination of circumstances which 

calls for immediate action or remedy; pressing necessity; exigency; a sudden or 

unexpected happening; an unforeseen occurrence or condition." Steenblock v. 

Elkhorn Township Bd., 245 Neb. 722, 515 N.W.2d 128 (1994). 

 An agenda which gives reasonable notice of the matters to be considered at a 

meeting of a city council complies with the requirements of this section. Pokorny 

v. City of Schuyler, 202 Neb. 334, 275 N.W.2d 281 (1979). 

 When notice is required, a notice of a special meeting of a city council posted in 

three public places at 10:00 p.m. on the day preceding the meeting is not 

reasonable advance publicized notice of a meeting as is required by this section. 

Pokorny v. City of Schuyler, 202 Neb. 334, 275 N.W.2d 281 (1979). 

 Teacher waived right to object to lack of public notice in board of education 

employment hearing by voluntary participation in the hearing without objection. 

Alexander v. School Dist. No. 17, 197 Neb. 251, 248 N.W.2d 335 (1976). 

 A county board of commissioners and a county board of equalization are not 

required to give separate notices when the notice states only the time and place 

that the boards meet and directs a citizen to where the agendas for each board can 

be found. Wolf v. Grubbs, 17 Neb. App. 292, 759 N.W.2d 499 (2009). 

 A county board of equalization is a public body which is required to give 

advanced publicized notice of its meetings. Wolf v. Grubbs, 17 Neb. App. 292, 

759 N.W.2d 499 (2009). 

 Notice of recessed and reconvened meetings must be given in the same fashion as 

the original meeting. Wolf v. Grubbs, 17 Neb. App. 292, 759 N.W.2d 499 (2009). 

 True notice of a meeting is not given by burying such in the minutes of a prior 

board proceeding. Wolf v. Grubbs, 17 Neb. App. 292, 759 N.W.2d 499 (2009). 

 An agenda notice which merely stated "work order reports" was an inadequate 

notice under this section because it did not give interested persons knowledge that 

plans for a 345 kv transmission line through the district was going to be discussed 

and voted upon at the meeting. Inadequate agenda notice under this section meant 

there was a substantial violation of the public meeting laws; however, later 

actions by the board of directors cured the defects in notice, and such actions were 

in substantial compliance with the statute. Hansmeyer v. Nebraska Pub. Power 

Dist., 6 Neb. App. 889, 578 N.W.2d 476 (1998). 

84-1412. Meetings of public body; rights of public; public body; powers and duties. 
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(1) Subject to the Open Meetings Act, the public has the right to attend and the right to speak at 

meetings of public bodies, and all or any part of a meeting of a public body, except for closed 

sessions called pursuant to section 84-1410, may be videotaped, televised, photographed, 

broadcast, or recorded by any person in attendance by means of a tape recorder, camera, video 

equipment, or any other means of pictorial or sonic reproduction or in writing. 

(2) It shall not be a violation of subsection (1) of this section for any public body to make and 

enforce reasonable rules and regulations regarding the conduct of persons attending, speaking at, 

videotaping, televising, photographing, broadcasting, or recording its meetings. A body may not 

be required to allow citizens to speak at each meeting, but it may not forbid public participation 

at all meetings. 

(3) No public body shall require members of the public to identify themselves as a condition for 

admission to the meeting nor shall such body require that the name of any member of the public 

be placed on the agenda prior to such meeting in order to speak about items on the agenda. The 

body may require any member of the public desiring to address the body to identify himself or 

herself. 

(4) No public body shall, for the purpose of circumventing the Open Meetings Act, hold a 

meeting in a place known by the body to be too small to accommodate the anticipated audience. 

(5) No public body shall be deemed in violation of this section if it holds its meeting in its 

traditional meeting place which is located in this state. 

(6) No public body shall be deemed in violation of this section if it holds a meeting outside of 

this state if, but only if: 

(a) A member entity of the public body is located outside of this state and the meeting is in that 

member's jurisdiction; 

(b) All out-of-state locations identified in the notice are located within public buildings used by 

members of the entity or at a place which will accommodate the anticipated audience; 

(c) Reasonable arrangements are made to accommodate the public's right to attend, hear, and 

speak at the meeting, including making a telephone conference call available at an instate 

location to members, the public, or the press, if requested twenty-four hours in advance; 

(d) No more than twenty-five percent of the public body's meetings in a calendar year are held 

out-of-state; 

(e) Out-of-state meetings are not used to circumvent any of the public government purposes 

established in the Open Meetings Act; 
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(f) Reasonable arrangements are made to provide viewing at other instate locations for a 

videoconference meeting if requested fourteen days in advance and if economically and 

reasonably available in the area; and 

(g) The public body publishes notice of the out-of-state meeting at least twenty-one days before 

the date of the meeting in a legal newspaper of statewide circulation. 

(7) The public body shall, upon request, make a reasonable effort to accommodate the public's 

right to hear the discussion and testimony presented at the meeting. 

(8) Public bodies shall make available at the meeting or the instate location for a telephone 

conference call or videoconference, for examination and copying by members of the public, at 

least one copy of all reproducible written material to be discussed at an open meeting. Public 

bodies shall make available at least one current copy of the Open Meetings Act posted in the 

meeting room at a location accessible to members of the public. At the beginning of the meeting, 

the public shall be informed about the location of the posted information. 

Source: Laws 1975, LB 325, § 5; Laws 1983, LB 43, § 4; Laws 1985, LB 117, § 2; Laws 

1987, LB 324, § 5; Laws 1996, LB 900, § 1073; Laws 2001, LB 250, § 2; Laws 

2004, LB 821, § 39; Laws 2006, LB 898, § 3; Laws 2008, LB962, § 1. 

Annotations 

 To preserve an objection that a public body failed to make documents available at 

a public meeting as required by subsection (8) of this section, a person who 

attends a public meeting must not only object to the violation, but must make that 

objection to the public body or to a member of the public body. Stoetzel & Sons 

v. City of Hastings, 265 Neb. 637, 658 N.W.2d 636 (2003). 

84-1413. Meetings; minutes; roll call vote; secret ballot; when. 

(1) Each public body shall keep minutes of all meetings showing the time, place, members 

present and absent, and the substance of all matters discussed. 

(2) Any action taken on any question or motion duly moved and seconded shall be by roll call 

vote of the public body in open session, and the record shall state how each member voted or if 

the member was absent or not voting. The requirements of a roll call or viva voce vote shall be 

satisfied by a public body which utilizes an electronic voting device which allows the yeas and 

nays of each member of such public body to be readily seen by the public. 

(3) The vote to elect leadership within a public body may be taken by secret ballot, but the total 

number of votes for each candidate shall be recorded in the minutes. 

(4) The minutes of all meetings and evidence and documentation received or disclosed in open 

session shall be public records and open to public inspection during normal business hours. 
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(5) Minutes shall be written, except as provided in subsection (6) of this section, and available 

for inspection within ten working days or prior to the next convened meeting, whichever occurs 

earlier, except that cities of the second class and villages may have an additional ten working 

days if the employee responsible for writing the minutes is absent due to a serious illness or 

emergency. 

(6) Minutes of the meetings of the board of a school district or educational service unit may be 

kept as an electronic record. 

Source: Laws 1975, LB 325, § 6; Laws 1978, LB 609, § 3; Laws 1979, LB 86, § 9; Laws 

1987, LB 663, § 26; Laws 2005, LB 501, § 1; Laws 2009, LB361, § 3; Laws 

2015, LB365, § 2; Laws 2016, LB876, § 1. 

Annotations 

 If a person present at a meeting observes and fails to object to an alleged public 

meetings laws violation in the form of a failure to conduct rollcall votes before 

taking actions on questions or motions pending, that person waives his or her right 

to object at a later date. Hauser v. Nebraska Police Stds. Adv. Council, 264 Neb. 

944, 653 N.W.2d 240 (2002). 

 Subsection (2) of this section does not require the record to state that the vote was 

by roll call, but requires only that the record show if and how each member voted. 

Neither does the statute set a time limit for recording the results of a vote, after 

which no corrections of the record can be made. If no intervening rights of third 

persons have arisen, a board of county commissioners has power to correct the 

record of the proceedings had at a previous meeting so as to make them speak the 

truth, particularly where the correction supplies some omitted fact or action and is 

done not to contradict or change the original record but to have the record show 

that a certain action was taken or thing done, which the original record fails to 

show. State ex rel. Schuler v. Dunbar, 214 Neb. 85, 333 N.W.2d 652 (1983). 

 Failure by a public governing body, as defined under section 84-1409, 

R.R.S.1943, to take and record a roll call vote on an action, as required by section 

84-1413(2), R.S.Supp.,1980, grants any citizen the right to sue for the purpose of 

having the action declared void. In this case such failure could not be later 

corrected by a nunc pro tunc order because there was no showing that a roll call 

vote on the disputed action was actually taken, and even if it was the record 

showed it was not recorded until over a year later. Sections 23-1301, R.R.S.1943, 

and 23-1302, R.R.S.1943, make it the duty of the county clerk to record 

proceedings of the board of county commissioners. State ex rel. Schuler v. 

Dunbar, 208 Neb. 69, 302 N.W.2d 674 (1981). 

 There is no requirement that a public body make a record of where notice was 

published or posted. Wolf v. Grubbs, 17 Neb. App. 292, 759 N.W.2d 499 (2009). 
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84-1414. Unlawful action by public body; declared void or voidable by district court; when; 

duty to enforce open meeting laws; citizen's suit; procedure; violations; penalties. 

(1) Any motion, resolution, rule, regulation, ordinance, or formal action of a public body made or 

taken in violation of the Open Meetings Act shall be declared void by the district court if the suit 

is commenced within one hundred twenty days of the meeting of the public body at which the 

alleged violation occurred. Any motion, resolution, rule, regulation, ordinance, or formal action 

of a public body made or taken in substantial violation of the Open Meetings Act shall be 

voidable by the district court if the suit is commenced more than one hundred twenty days after 

but within one year of the meeting of the public body in which the alleged violation occurred. A 

suit to void any final action shall be commenced within one year of the action. 

(2) The Attorney General and the county attorney of the county in which the public body 

ordinarily meets shall enforce the Open Meetings Act. 

(3) Any citizen of this state may commence a suit in the district court of the county in which the 

public body ordinarily meets or in which the plaintiff resides for the purpose of requiring 

compliance with or preventing violations of the Open Meetings Act, for the purpose of declaring 

an action of a public body void, or for the purpose of determining the applicability of the act to 

discussions or decisions of the public body. It shall not be a defense that the citizen attended the 

meeting and failed to object at such time. The court may order payment of reasonable attorney's 

fees and court costs to a successful plaintiff in a suit brought under this section. 

(4) Any member of a public body who knowingly violates or conspires to violate or who attends 

or remains at a meeting knowing that the public body is in violation of any provision of the Open 

Meetings Act shall be guilty of a Class IV misdemeanor for a first offense and a Class III 

misdemeanor for a second or subsequent offense. 

Source: Laws 1975, LB 325, § 9; Laws 1977, LB 39, § 318; Laws 1983, LB 43, § 5; 

Laws 1992, LB 1019, § 126; Laws 1994, LB 621, § 2; Laws 1996, LB 900, § 

1074; Laws 2004, LB 821, § 40; Laws 2006, LB 898, § 4. 

Annotations 

 The Legislature has granted standing to a broad scope of its citizens for the very 

limited purpose of challenging meetings allegedly in violation of the Open 

Meetings Act, so that they may help police the public policy embodied by the act. 

Schauer v. Grooms, 280 Neb. 426, 786 N.W.2d 909 (2010). 

 Any citizen of the state may commence an action to declare a public body's action 

void. City of Elkhorn v. City of Omaha, 272 Neb. 867, 725 N.W.2d 792 (2007). 

 The reading of ordinances constitutes a formal action under subsection (1) of this 

section. City of Elkhorn v. City of Omaha, 272 Neb. 867, 725 N.W.2d 792 

(2007). 
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 If a person present at a meeting observes a public meetings law violation in the 

form of an improper closed session and fails to object, that person waives his or 

her right to object at a later date. Wasikowski v. Nebraska Quality Jobs Bd., 264 

Neb. 403, 648 N.W.2d 756 (2002). 

 Under the Public Meetings Act, a county lacks capacity to maintain an action to 

declare its official conduct "void" for noncompliance with the act. County of 

York v. Johnson, 230 Neb. 403, 432 N.W.2d 215 (1988). 

 When a petitioner under this section is successful in the district court, that court 

may allow attorney fees. Tracy Corp. II v. Nebraska Pub. Serv. Comm., 218 Neb. 

900, 360 N.W.2d 485 (1984). 

 Informal discussions between the Tax Commissioner and the State Board of 

Equalization in which instructions were clarified, with such clarification leading 

to the amendment of hearing notices, did not constitute a public meeting subject 

to the provisions of this section. Box Butte County v. State Board of Equalization 

and Assessment, 206 Neb. 696, 295 N.W.2d 670 (1980). 

 The right to collaterally attack an order made in contravention of the Public 

Meeting Act must occur within a period of one year as is specifically provided by 

this section. Witt v. School District No. 70, 202 Neb. 63, 273 N.W.2d 669 (1979). 

 Statutory change, requiring "publicized notice" for board of education 

employment hearings, occurring between dates meeting scheduled and conducted, 

held not to void proceedings. Alexander v. School Dist. No. 17, 197 Neb. 251, 

248 N.W.2d 335 (1976). 

 Voiding an entire meeting is a proper remedy for violations of the Open Meetings 

Act. Once a meeting has been declared void pursuant to Nebraska's public 

meetings law, board members are prohibited from considering any information 

obtained at the illegal meeting. Wolf v. Grubbs, 17 Neb. App. 292, 759 N.W.2d 

499 (2009). 

 Actions by the board of directors were merely voidable under this section, and not 

void. Pursuant to subsection (3) of this section, the plaintiffs were awarded partial 

attorney fees because they were successful in having the court declare that the 

board of directors was in substantial violation of the statute, even though the 

plaintiffs did not get the relief requested of having the board's actions declared 

void. Hansmeyer v. Nebraska Pub. Power Dist., 6 Neb. App. 889, 578 N.W.2d 

476 (1998). 

-- 

Source: http://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/display_html.php?begin_section=84-1407&end_section=84-1414  

Date: July 2019 

http://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/display_html.php?begin_section=84-1407&end_section=84-1414
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Bennington 156th Street Project Tracker

Apr-20

Task
Responsible 

Party
Assigned To

Estimated

Start

Estimated 

Finish
Status

Task Comments                                                                                                                            

(Note:  Text in red indicates it has changed since the last status update)

Storm Sewer Redesign for MUD - Project Plan 

Preparation
HDR Kevin Moody 11/11/2019 11/12/2019 Complete The design is completed and plans have been reviewed/accepted by NDOT

Storm Sewer Redesign for MUD - Environmental 

Review
HDR Kevin Moody 11/7/2019 Complete

The re-evaluation is complete. HDR is providing the city with a list of environmental 

commitments the city is responsible for during construction so that they can be 

tracked and accounted for.

Storm Sewer Redesign for MUD - Special 

Provisions
HDR Kevin Moody 12/9/2019 Complete

MUD completed these items and HDR provided them to NDOT for inclusion in the bid 

documents.

Environmental Re-Evaluation (of NEPA findings 

for changes to project plans)
NDOT 12/20/2019 Complete The re-evaluation is complete

Right of Way - Church Property - Easement NDOT 1/31/2019 Complete

Per NDOT (12/4/19):  We will not condemn the church.  They have given us a letter 

stating that they will sign at their meeting in January.  JEO reached out to NDOT to 

confirm this is complete.

Right of Way - Condemnations - Anytime Fitness City Attorney Jeff Miller 11/26/2019 1/20/2019 Pending

The hearing awarded the property owner $3,500.  NDOT has put that amount in an 

account (similar to an escrow) account.  Since the funds have been deposited, the city 

owns the ROW and easements and has access to the property for the project.  The 

property owners are appealing the award by the appraisers.  A hearing date has not 

been set yet on this.

Right of Way - Encroachments

JEO-

Administratio

n

Julie Ogden 11/5/2019 Complete
ROW Certification documentation has been submitted to NDOT showing all items are 

now completed.

Final Plans to NDOT for Bidding HDR Kevin Moody 1/13/2020 1/17/2020 Complete

Received notification from NDOT on January 31st that all plans and specifications were 

complete and they were requesting obligation of funds from NDOT for the project in 

the February letting.

Utility Relocations - Century Link 1/20/2020
Under 

Construction

A contractor for CenturyLink has indicated they are going to start relocation work 

soon and requested staking information to complete that work.  We have not received 

a schedule for the relocations but the work you will see to start is at 156th Street and 

Bennington Road. JEO set stakes for the Contractor.

Utility Relocations - MUD 3/15/2020
Under 

Construction

A contractor for MUD has started the waterline relocation work for the watermain 

and service connection.  This work will continue through April along 156th and then to 

Bennington Road.  While MUD's contractor was working, they dug a hole near one of 

the protected trees on the Mueller property.  A meeting with the Mueller's regarding 

this was done the same day and the hole was filled.  JEO provided MUD (both water 

and gas) with the agreement between the City and the Mueller's on the 

trees/property

Utility Relocations - Project Staking JEO-Survey Julie Ogden On-Going
JEO will complete staking as needed for the project relating to utility relocations.  

NDOT will eventually take over this effort.



Task
Responsible 

Party
Assigned To

Estimated

Start

Estimated 

Finish
Status

Task Comments                                                                                                                            

(Note:  Text in red indicates it has changed since the last status update)

Consultant Selection for Construction Engineer NDOT Nicole Jaber-Taylor 1/20/2020 3/1/2020 Complete

The NDOT District in Omaha will be providing the construction engineering services.  

No selection is needed by the City.  It is anticipated that an agreement with HDR will 

be executed by NDOT to have time for them to answer questions and attend meetings 

as requested during construction.  Julie will reach out to Nicole to make sure that HDR 

Environmental has some time to assist the city if needed.

Consultant Selection for Construction Engineer Mayor Matt John 2/1/2020 2/10/2020 Suspended This is no longer needed, see above.

Project Letting - Post Notices to Contractors NDOT Nicole Jaber-Taylor 12/23/2019 2/3/2020 Complete
Published on the NDOT website and in selected newspapers (was completed on 

February 3rd.

Project Letting - Issue Plans and Proposals NDOT Nicole Jaber-Taylor 12/24/2019 2/4/2020 Complete https://www.bidx.com/ne/proposal?contid=2233X

Project Letting - Bid Opening NDOT Nicole Jaber-Taylor 12/23/2019 2/27/2020 Complete

Bids were opened on February 27th and the single bid came in at $7,607,576.08 which 

is about $2.1 million over the original NDOT estimate.  This equates to an increase in 

the local match of about $420,000 (both school and city costs).  Due to the existing 

condition of the street (repairs likely needed if project is delayed) and the likelihood 

that costs will not decrease significantly with a rebid, the mayor has indicated to 

NDOT that acceptance/award of the contract at the higher price is acceptable to the 

City.

Project Letting - Approve Agreement with 

Contractor
City Council Mindi Laaker 3/9/2020 Complete The resolution was approved, contracts are in progress by NDOT.

Project Financing City Council Mindi Laaker 5/15/2020 In Process

With the project being awarded by NDOT/City, JEO prepared an updated estimate of 

Costs for the City and for the School District.  A memo with a recommendation on the 

Bond Amount has been provided to the Council and issuing bonds will be on the April 

Agenda for approval.

Project Reimbursement from School District City Clerk Mindi Laaker 3/1/2020 5/15/2020 In Process

Discussions should be held with the Bennington Public School Superintendent on how 

the reimbursement process will work on the project.  A review of the interlocal 

agreement and determine if the city will request funds monthly, quarterly or annually 

from the School District, based on NDOT billings.   JEO has discussed the process with 

Dr. Haack and the City will send the School District an invoice for about 90% of the 

project costs to be paid upfront (similar to the payment the City will make to NDOT).  

The costs will be monitored and a final invoice to the School will be prepared at the 

completion of the project.

Relocate Food Pantry Box
City Public 

Works Dept.
John Bohrer 4/1/2020 4/3/2020 Pending

The food pantry box (currently located by the library parking lot), will need to be 

temporarily relocated while work adjacent to the area is underway.  John and Julie 

have identified an area on the northside of the library/city hall building by the 

driveway that could be used until access is restored to the library parking lot and 

construction adjacent to the lot is complete.  John will then move it back to is 

permanent home. The box will need to be moved before the project starts on April 

27th.

JEO Coordination with NDOT Inspectors

JEO-

Transportatio

n

Julie Ogden 4/1/2020 12/31/2020 On-Going

Tyler and Julie had a meeting with the NDOT inspection staff on project history and 

key items for the City (including commitments to the Mueller historic property).  Pre-

Construction Meeting has not been set yet and may be done remotely or via email.

Construction Progress NDOT 4/1/2020 12/31/2020 Pending
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City of Bennington Project Tracker

Apr-20

Project
JEO Project 

No.

JEO Department 

Leading Project
Assigned To

Contract 

Executed
Status Update Comments From Previous Month

156th Street Improvements - general assistance 050728 Transportation Tyler Hevlin
General 

Engineering
On-Going

A separate Project Tracker has been developed for this project, please refer to that for detailed 

project information.  Tentative Start date is April 27th.  

ASIP 090034 Administration Tyler Hevlin
General 

Engineering
On-Going

The Ordinance was approved and went into effect on April 1, 2020.  The following items will 

need to be completed/determined:

1.	City Clerk/Treasurer needs to set up a separate bank account to keep any ASIP funds in. 

(done with first deposit)

2.	City Engineer will annually report to the Council on the funds in the account and the status 

of the ASIP fund project or ones that should be added. (this will be done at the same time as 

the 1 & 6 year plan review/approval).

3.	Determine the members of the stakeholders group.  Will need to meet a couple times 

maybe the first year to identify projects.  Meetings can be annually after the first project list is 

created to review/update it.

Bruning - Replat 12 Lot 1 Building Permit 090034 Administration Jeff Ray
General 

Engineering
On-Going

The Design Review Board met on January 26th and is allowing the alternate landscaping plan 

(using coniferous style bushes) to replace the berm originally approved by the DRB.  Installation 

will occur as weather allows.  An occupancy permit can be granted if the developer/owner 

provides a bond equal to the cost of the improvements(off season landscaping provisions).

Building Permits 090034 Administration Tyler Hevlin
General 

Engineering
On-Going

•	JEO will be responding to the City of Omaha on a possible building north of Highway 36.  

•	Two Men and a Shop have provided a concept plan for an addition to their building, JEO 

assisted the city in review by the DRB.  

•	The property owner (Dimitroff) of 12804 N. 182nd St. has started work on this accessory 

building again.  The City Attorney has contacted Douglas County regarding the Stop Work Order 

already in place on this property.  The property owner submitted the building permit and 

requried documents.  They are in review.

Gary Olson (Above and Beyond Roofing) 

Sanitary Sewer Easement & Parking 

Construction

090034 Administration Tyler Hevlin
General 

Engineering
On-Going

Gary Olson has requested assistance on an easement from the City to replace an old service 

line. The easement will be along the southerly 5 feet of Lot 9 (telephone building lot).  JEO has 

responded to Gary with options to execute this, at his cost. In discussion with Gary, the on-

street parking will be installed in the next month.  I asked that he notify the City Clerk or City 

Engineer prior to starting so review can be completed of work within the ROW.

Kempten Creek (aka Neumeyer Parcel) 090034 Administration Julie Ogden
General 

Engineering
On-Going

The final plat documents have been approved.  Since that approval, the following items have 

been addressed/updated:

•	Discussion and determination of the location/layout for the Bennington Road Intersection with 

Kempten Creek Drive.  The location is on the property line and the round-a-bout has been 

eliminated and replaced with a T intersection.

•	City will be required to adjust the parking lot driveway on Bennington Road to match up with 

the SID road.

•	The 156th Street widening for the turn lanes at that connection point will be evenly split 

between both sides of the street.

Newport Hill 090034 Administration Julie Ogden
General 

Engineering
On-Going

JEO reviewed and responded to the SID's request to remove splitter islands within the 

subdivision.  As of December 2019 this did not appear to have been completed yet.

Note:  Text in red indicates it has changed since the last status update. 



Project
JEO Project 

No.

JEO Department 

Leading Project
Assigned To

Contract 

Executed
Status Update Comments From Previous Month

Newport Vista subdivision 090034 Administration Tyler Hevlin
General 

Engineering
On-Going

Construction will continue on this project with the storm sewer and paving. JEO is performing 

occasional site visits to check on progress. The work currently going on at the site includes: 

Grading of the site is approximately 95% completed with just some minor work left, that will 

likely be completed with the paving.  Sanitary Sewer is complete and being tested per 

specifications.  The Contractor is currently working on passing all of the required soil 

compaction tests.  Storm Sewer is underway and is approximately 80% complete.  It is 

anticipated that Paving operations will begin in April or May. An interlocal agreement was 

provided to the city for review related to the signal on 168th at the subdivision entrance/school 

access.  The city is not party to this agreement nor a participant for funding purposes. Final 

plans for the 168th Street have not yet be completed or submitted for review.

Prairie Hollow subdivision 090034 Planning Tyler Hevlin
General 

Engineering
On-Going

The final plat documents have been approved. JEO has performed occasional site visits to check 

on progress.  The aerial creek crossing (for sanitary) has been completed and the old crossing 

pipe has been removed.  Landscaping items were installed on the northwest corner of the 2nd 

and Allen Street Intersection without an approved plan.  JEO has reminded the developer that 

this issue must be addressed ASAP.  We will continue to coordinate with the Mayor on any 

questions related to this plan.  

Ridgewood Lots 1 & 2 090034 Administration Julie Ogden
General 

Engineering
On-Going

The owner of Lots 1 & 2 in Ridgewood contacted the City and JEO to determine how to convert 

these lots to buildable lots.  These two lots have a temporary silt basin constructed on them 

that was intended to remain only until the development was nearly developed, which it is.  The 

Erosion Control (SWPPP ) permit is in the process of being closed by NDEE once the HOA signs 

the final form.  The property owner of the two lots installed the plug and the city completed 

removal of the plug in the storm sewer to allow flow in the storm sewer.  

City Park Development on Neumeyer Property 090034 Administration Julie Ogden
General 

Engineering

Pending 

Project

DLR Agreement was approved at the February Meeting.  Next step is to create a stakeholders 

group and start the process of determining what features should be included and fundraising 

needs.  JEO will coordinate/lead the stakeholders group and assist DLR in getting the 

information they need to complete their work. Progress is being made toward purchase of the 

property.  

Bennington High School Parking Lot and 

Building Add.
090034 Administration Tyler Hevlin

General 

Engineering

Under 

Construction

The School District is progressing with a new parking lot for the high school and a building 

addition to the high school.  The interlocal agreement between the School District and the City 

has been approved by both parties.  Additionally, JEO has been coordinating the ROW 

dedications from the School District to the City.  J. Miller is preparing the necessary legal 

documents to accompany the surveys. Construction has started within the parking lot at the 

school. The contractor is using soil from the adjacent Newport Vista site. Work on 168th street 

at the High School is complete. Engineer for the school was notified in late December about 

some erosion control concerns with the site.

Pedestrian Access from Logemann Park Lot to 

the Ballfields
090034 Administration Julie Ogden

General 

Engineering

Under 

Construction

The city has installed the ditch crossing (CMP, soil fill and rock surfacing) and JEO has reviewed 

it.  John and Julie will discuss how best to direct users on parking in this lot. (power poles like 

other lots or posts)

Street CIP 090034 Administration Tyler Hevlin
General 

Engineering

Provided to the 

City

Provided the city an overall street CIP plan for all street issues (known at the time in May 2016); 

included 1&6 Year Road Program projects (from 2016); 2 of the projects were completed in fall 

2016; 2017 1&6 Year Road Program has been completed and approved at the February City 

Council Meeting.  With recent passage of LB82, the 1 & 6 year plan will now be adopted at the 

same meeting as the city budget.  The 1 & 6 year plan will be prepared and presented it to 

council at the September Meeting annually.  An updated CIP should be considered for updates 

in 2020 since 156th Street will be under construction and to include any ASIP projects.

2019 Road Improvements 090034 WIG Julie Ogden
General 

Engineering

Warranty 

Period

Asphalt Overlay work is complete and warranty expires in December 2020.                                                     

The microsurfacing work is completed.  Warranty expires in November 2020.
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Project
JEO Project 

No.

JEO Department 

Leading Project
Assigned To

Contract 

Executed
Status Update Comments From Previous Month

Bennington Road Sidewalk 090034 WIG Julie Ogden
General 

Engineering

Warranty 

Period

The project is complete and the seeding is coming in nicely.  This project will be monitored for 

any warranty items through July 2020.

Logemann Park Improvements 172105 WIG Julie Ogden
General 

Engineering

Warranty 

Period

Construction  is completed Warranty expires in November 2020.  We will work with John B to 

monitor the seed growth and any ponding around the lot in the spring.  These items would be 

addressed under the 1 year warranty which extends to November 2020. The BAL completed 

some grading/clean up work on the ditch between the lot and the ballfields.  That area should 

be seeded in the spring (if it hasn't been already) and should make installing a crossing 

(pedestrian) a lot easier.

McGregor Brae subdivision 090034 Administration Tyler Hevlin
General 

Engineering

Warranty 

Period

This subdivision is complete and will be monitored for warranty items. Warranty expires in June 

2020.

Newport Landing Manhole Raise 090037 Administration Julie Ogden
General 

Engineering
Complete

The SID desired to raise several manholes. The construction work on this project was completed 

by the SID in July 2019. We have received the project documents for the city files.

Omaha Wastewater Agreement 090034 WIG Tyler Hevlin
General 

Engineering
Complete

JEO has been verifying the existing and projected wastewater flows as it pertains to the 

agreement with Omaha.  An amendment to the agreement is being drafted and Omaha was 

requesting we investigate the total flow to see if an adjustment is necessary, it does not appear 

it is.

Ridgewood TIF issues 090034 Administration Tyler Hevlin
General 

Engineering
Complete Provided City Attorney with info as requested.

Alley Improvements - Between Stark and Alley 

Streets, south of Bennington Road
090034 Administration Tyler Hevlin

General 

Engineering

On Hold - Per 

City

JEO has developed a petition and an exhibit for the City to disperse to the parcel owners along 

the Stark-Allen Alley. The exhibit included approximate construction costs that would be 

assessed to the various lots. The petition and exhibit has been provided to the City for their 

use. JEO was asked to review the short-term solutions of the rehabilitation of the alleys. A 

summary email was provided to Mayor John.

Aquatic Facility 090034 WIG Tyler Hevlin Yes
On Hold - Per 

City

A study was completed and presented to council.  Until funding is available, the project is on 

hold.

CW Haden parking issue 090034 Transportation Evan Wickersham
General 

Engineering

On Hold - Per 

City

JEO has prepared three (3) conceptual layouts and presented to the Mayor John.  On hold until 

further notice.

Vermont Street Improvements 0900034 Administration Tyler Hevlin
General 

Engineering

On Hold - Per 

City

Mayor John has inquired what possibilities exist for improvements to Vermont Street.  JEO 

informed Mayor John of history related to improvements completed 8-10 years ago, and 

attempts to create a street improvement district.  JEO has advised that installing millings is not 

desirable as the City will struggle maintaining them in the future with their equipment.  

Discussion is still open, but looking for opportunities to grade and add aggregate to street as a 

part of another future project.

Old Elementary School Site in Heritage 090034 Administration Julie Ogden
General 

Engineering

On Hold - 

Waiting on 

Applicant

A meeting was held with a potential developer for this lot.
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